A   HISTORY   OF    MEDICINE
to this study by the invention of the cystoscope in 1877 by MAX
NITZE (1848-1906) of Berlin.1 At a later date he perfected the
operating cystoscope. Together with FELIX GUYON (1831-19210)
of the Necker Hospital, Paris, a pioneer in prostatectomy and in
cystoscopy, Nitze can claim to have founded modern urology.2
In Britain this branch of surgery was advanced by Sir HENRY
THOMPSON (1820-1904) and by Sir JOHN THOMSON-WALKER
(1870-1937), whose book became the standard work. A prominent
urologist of America is HUGH HAMPTON YOUNG (1870-1945),
who devised a technique of prostatectomy and made numerous
contributions to the subject.
Among earlier surgeons who enriched this special field was
HENRY JACOB BIGELOW (1818-70), who perfected the technique
of crushing stone in the bladder (lithotrity). A brilliant surgeon
and teacher, he was Professor at Harvard for thirty-three years.
Orthopaedic Surgery was widely practised long before it became
recognized as a separate branch. It received a considerable
impetus during the Great War, but if any one man must be
selected as the father of modern orthopaedics, that man must be
HUGH OWEN THOMAS (1834-91) of Liverpool.3 To the craft of
" bone-setting," which had been practised by his ancestors for
seven generations, he added a sound knowledge of surgery. The
greater part of his professional life was spent as a " club doctor "
in the dock district of Liverpool; consequently he had a hard
fight to secure acceptance of his views by those who had entered
surgery through the usual hospital channel. He was convinced
of the importance of complete and prolonged rest in the treatment
of fractures, and he devised various forms of apparatus for the
correction of deformities and the treatment of injuries.4 Thomas's
splint has saved many limbs, the death rate from compound
fractures of the femur falling from eighty to twenty per cent.,
largely as a result of its use.
The work so well begun by Thomas was continued by his
successor, Sir ROBERT JONES (1858-1933), who greatly raised the
status of orthopaedics by his skill and organizing ability during
the Great War. " To him and his practical teaching and influence
we owe it that our streets to-day show relatively so few war
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